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No, really, we meaN it. the trust’s conservation efforts in 2014 
have had a significant focus on bird research in large part due to 
the vision of trGt executive Director rick Huffines. “Birds are an 
indicator species,” rick has said again and again. 

Birds are directly connected to the overall health of our 
forest. Much like when you have a fever, the fever acts  
as an indicator that something is wrong with your body;  
when certain species of birds are doing poorly, we need  
to investigate why. 

Conversely, birds can also be an indicator of a healthy forest. the 
information gleaned from our studies will assist us in making 
informed decisions about our stewardship activities.

the trust’s bird work has taken two forms. First, the trust received a 
$100,000 grant from the Benwood Foundation to conduct a 2-year 
survey of the Cerulean warbler in the tennessee river Gorge. with 
the guidance of UtC Professor David aborn, the trust hired Holland 
youngman, a UtC environmental Studies Graduate Student to 
conduct the Cerulean warbler survey. Holland has been out in the 
field since mid-may performing point counts. Her protocol includes 
visiting set locations every day and listening for Cerulean for ten 
minutes at each stop. 

after a month of frustrating silence from the warbler, rick observed 
a family unit on June 19th along the Pot Point trail. “Using a 
callback unit, i played an mP3 recording of a singing male Cerulean 
warbler for one minute. at the conclusion of the playback i 

observed four birds rapidly approaching my location through the 
leaf cover,” rick wrote in his report to the tennessee ornithilogical 
Society. “one bird was calling in an agitated fashion. ... the 
agitated bird was a male Cerulean warbler.” Ceruleans were 
last recorded in the Gorge in the late 1990s, so this sighting is 
significant.

the second prong of the 
trust’s research centers around 
a newly built bird-banding 
laboratory located off of 
Cash Canyon road in the 
Gorge. andy Smith of andrew 
Smith architects donated the 
design of the lab, which he 
drew to mimic the lines of 
a bird’s wing. Funds for the 
construction of the lab were 
provided by Norcross wildlife 
Foundation, tennessee 
american water Company, and the Benwood Foundation. two 
of rick’s USFwS colleagues, ray Porter and Jerry Griggs, came to 
Chattanooga to construct the whimsical structure meant to house 
the bird-banding operations that are now being carried out in the 
Gorge.

Since august 14th, local bird-banders John Diener and lizzie 
Goodrick have been holding banding sessions along the 

Conservation is for the birds

Continues on page 3

Bander John Diener removing a hooded 
warbler from the mist net
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“Beautiful things don’t ask for attention.” i heard those words in the recent remake of the 
1940s movie The Secret Life of Walter Mitty. although i’m not sure who actually penned 
this line, these words were — for me — worthy of thought. worthy, because beautiful 
things don’t speak with words or convey their needs; they don’t clamor, shout or position 
themselves in the forefront. they simply do what they are intended to do, without asking 
for attention. 

this quote started me thinking about the “beautiful things” in the 
tennessee river Gorge. take, for instance, the large flowering skullcap 
illustrated here by one of our talented student researchers Holland 
youngman. the large flowering skullcap is one of the enigmatic 
wonders of the Gorge. it is one of the thirty-two federally threatened 
or endangered species in the Gorge, which this community had the 
wisdom and foresight to protect in 1981. the skullcap, like all of the 
other “beautiful things” of the Gorge, gives so much in the way of 
beauty while asking nothing of us.

Yet, make no mistake – while beautiful things may not ask 
for our attention, that doesn’t mean they don’t need it. 

over the past 33 years, we, at the trust have given our attention to 
the protection of “beautiful things” for one reason: community. this 
community understands that each “beautiful thing” is part of the 

greater whole of who we are. Specifically, in order to thrive as a community, we must value 
and protect the pieces of our everyday that make our lives so rich, especially if they don’t 
clamor. 

the large flowering skullcap and all the other flora and fauna in the Gorge still need our help. 
this community has proven its ability to see through the noise of the not-so beautiful things 
that are constantly positioning themselves for our attention. and we are a community that 
honors beautiful things without asking for attention for ourselves.

right now – with the right management actions and community 
support – we have the potential to de-list the skullcap from the 
endangered Species list. 

Just as you will see in our tribute to late board member and dear 
friend, ray taylor, there are many incredible people who work 
together to ensure that our community remains a place of  

“beautiful things.” let’s continue this work.

on behalf of the staff and board of the tennessee river Gorge trust, 
we thank you for everything yoU make possible. the beautiful 
things of the Gorge serve us every day without fail, and i know with 
certainty that this community will continue to care for them just as 
we have in our treasured past – without asking for attention. 

Rick Huffines

Director’s Note
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Cash Canyon side of the Gorge. a session 
involves setting up mist nets, capturing 
birds, untangling birds from said nets, 
taking birds back to the lab to “work,” 
recording data on the captured birds, 
placing a tiny aluminum band around 
the bird’s leg, then releasing them back 
to the forest. the process of banding a 
bird takes approximately 5 minutes from 
capture to release. maPS (monitoring avian 
Productivity and Survivorship) protocol 
requires that banders “run” the nets every 
40 minutes to ensure that birds are not left 

trapped in the nets for too long. Nets are taken 
down immediately after the banding session has 
ended. 

to promote awareness about our bird work 
in the Gorge, the trust partnered with 
local Velo Coffee roasters earlier this 
year to source an organic coffee from 
the Colombian wintering grounds of 
the Cerulean warbler. this coffee can 
be purchased at olive Bean or Pruett’s 
on Signal mountain and whole Foods 
on the North Shore.

Chattanooga Mayor Andy Berke, TRGT Executive Director 
Rick Huffines, and honoree Jim Hall

To find updates about the Trust’s bird research, visit www.trgt.org/birds.

Saturday, OctOber 4   9 a.m.–1 p.m. 
Volunteer for the Tennessee River Rescue at 
the Suck Creek Boat Ramp

Saturday, OctOber 18   9 a.m.–12 noon
Hike to our new Bird-Banding Lab

tueSday, OctOber 21   12 noon – 1 p.m.
Lunch ’N‘ Learn at TRGT’s office 
1214 Dartmouth Street Chattanooga, TN 37405

Saturday, NOvember 1   3 p.m. 
Enjoy the Symphony on Stringer’s Ridge 

The Friends of Stringer’s Ridge has received funding 
from the UNFoundation and partnered with the 
Trust and the Chattanooga Symphony Orchestra to 
bring a brass ensemble to play on Stringer’s Ridge. 
This one-of-a-kind event is free and open to the 
public. Park along W. Bell Avenue behind Nikki’s 
Restaurant, just off of Cherokee Blvd. 

For details and to register for these Free events, 
please visit www.trgt.org/events 

Congratulations, Jim Hall! 
Recipient of the Adele Hampton Lifetime Achievement Award

this april, the trust honored Jim Hall as the 2014 adele 
Hampton lifetime achievement award recipient. this 
award, named after one of the trust’s founding members, 
honors an individual who has contributed significantly to the 
conservation efforts of the tennessee river Gorge trust. 

Jim Hall made his mark in the late ‘80s by assisting the 
tennessee river Gorge trust in the acquisition of williams 
island. He rightfully saw williams island as the gateway to 
the tennessee river Gorge, and thus a necessary piece of the 
trust’s preservation pursuits. 

the trust now manages three Blueway campsites on the 
island where kayakers, canoers, and paddlers from all over 
the country come to stay and enjoy the beauty of the Gorge. 

The Trust thanks Jim for all his dedicated service!

Looking for ways to explore the gorge? 
Visit www.trgt.org/explore for trail maps!
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HoNorary aND 
memorial GiFtS

A gift to the Trust is the perfect way to 
honor a friend, the birth of a child, a 

marriage or to remember someone who 
has passed on. Acknowledgements are 

sent to the recipient(s) of the gift as well 
as the donor. All gifts support future land 

protection, education and stewardship 
efforts of the Tennessee River Gorge Trust.

In MeMory of:
ed Brown

Mike & Stormy McGauley

Glen Hart
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Bickerstaff, III

 Betty mather
Mike & Stormy McGauley

esther Poi
Danny Chang

Robert Chappell
Mark & Patricia Gilbert

Jim & Lupina Haney
Mike & Stormy McGauley

Jim & Carmen Peace

ed Steman
Mike & Stormy McGauley

mrs. Gerry young
Mr. & Mrs. George W. Skonberg

 
In Honor of:

Jim Hall
Mr. Warren M. Barnett

Mr. & Mrs. William H. Wilkerson

Dr. Bob montague
The Late Mr. Dudley Porter, Jr.

The Tennessee River Gorge Trust receives 
no outside funding from the government 
and relies on the support of members. One 
way you can help ensure that our work 
continues is to leave a bequest to the Trust.
To learn more, call us at 266-0314. 

Our thanks to these individuals for supporting  
the lasting legacy of the Trust.

Ms. Jean Biddle (deceased) 
Mr. roBert d. Brown (deceased) 
Ms. elisaBeth Bryan (deceased) 
dr. and Mrs. Charles evans

Ms. Betty hall (deceased) 
Mrs. MaBel haMpton (deceased) 
Ms. adele p. hutChinson (deceased) 
Mr. and Mrs. K. donald Jensen

Ms. Marguerite h. lehMann (deceased) 
Mr. alan niChols (deceased)

Mr. and Mrs. riChard a. parK

Mr. riChard parK, Jr.
Mr. dudley porter, Jr. (deceased)

Mr. and Mrs. saM powell

Mr. ralph shuMaCKer (deceased) 
— and three anonymous donors

Become a memBer of the circle of conservators 

Telling the Trust’s Story
this april, JaoPro, a Knoxville-based creative agency, donated their time and 
talents to produce a video telling the story of the trust’s work. rick and Sarah 
took the JaoPro crew to see the treasures of the Gorge, including Grant Falls, 
Pot Point, and the Signal mountain overlook. the JaoPro team used drone 
technology to capture sweeping views of the tennessee river Gorge. 

Blake waring, Vice President of JaoPro, reflected on his time in the Gorge saying, 
“our company does work all over the world in some beautiful and picturesque 

places, but the tennessee river 
Gorge is among my favorites. 
the natural beauty that is 
protected by the trust truly is 
a national treasure, and we 
couldn’t be happier to be a 
part of the effort to maintain 
the area for generations to 
come.” 

JaoPro connected with the 
trust through an international 
program called 1% for the 
Planet, which connects 
for-profit businesses with 
environmentally-oriented 
nonprofits to partner on 
projects to keep our planet 
healthy. 

to see the video, go online to 
www.trgt.org/video.

“To many a city man there comes a time when the 

great town wearies him... Every duty is a task and 

every caller is a bore. There come visions of green 

fields and far-rolling hills, of tall forests and cool, 

swift-flowing streams...”                  
— Horace KepHart
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every once in a while you meet an 
extraordinary person – the type of person 
who knows how to make everyone around 
him feel special. Unfortunately, sometimes 
these people are gone before you realize 
how special they are to so many in this world. 
this is what happened to me after i met ray 
taylor. i began working for the tennessee 
river Gorge trust in the fall of 2006 and i 
met ray, a board member and very generous 
supporter of the organization. i would see ray 
at board meetings and various gatherings. He 
was always jovial, always happy to see me, 
and always asking about my family. ray was 
an engaging person who always had a positive outlook and an 
encouraging word. i liked ray, very much. But i never really had 
the opportunity to get to know the “real” ray – the ray who 
was a family-man, a leader in the carpet industry, a lover of the 
hymn “when the roll is Called Up yonder,” and a true gentle-
man.

as i sat in a pew of a beautiful sanctuary on January 7, 2013 at 
Signal mountain Presbyterian Church, i saw the life of a man 
who was well-loved and who loved others well. as hundreds 
of people gathered to celebrate ray’s life after he lost his battle 
with cancer, i listened to person after person talk about ray’s 
love for his wife of 56 years, Dennie, his love for family (all 
five children and fourteen grandchildren), and his devotion to 
his “second” family at textile rubber and Chemical Company 
in Dalton, Georgia. ray was a man who loved God, was full 
of integrity, and a true servant-leader. it was apparent that ray 
would be missed, but it was equally apparent that he left a 
strong legacy of loyalty, love, and faith. 

ray was a quick-witted man, someone who 
enjoyed good cheer and comedy. it was not 
until his funeral that i learned of ray’s love for 
the song “when the roll is Called Up yonder” 

– and of the fact that he would sing that song 
wHeNeVer someone would listen. apparently, 
he sang it in states all across the U.S.a. and 
in countries around the world. Upon learning 
about this, i was very disappointed that ray 
never sang his favorite song at a tennessee 
river Gorge trust board meeting! Goodness 
knows there were plenty of times when 
we could have used the song’s message of 
hope and redemption when talking about 

fundraising challenges during the recession.

“ray felt like the tennessee river Gorge trust was a place where 
he could really have an impact,” Dennie told me during a recent 
visit. He served several terms as a board member, participated 
on the trust’s Finance Committee, and was an advocate for the 
preservation of the Gorge. But ray did much more than donate 
his time, talent and treasure to this worthy cause. He left a 
legacy of integrity and an appreciation for the people around 
him that should challenge each of us to take the time to get to 
know one another, to truly appreciate the gift that we have in 
shared stories, friendships, and our love of nature and healthy 
open space.

ray, thank you. your legacy lives on through your family, your 
friends, and even through those of us who did not know how 
much we appreciated you until you were gone. 

‘til we see you again, over on the other shore! when the roll is 
called up yonder, i’ll be there!

Remembrance by Sarah Quattrochi

Ray Taylor
June 22,  1931  –  JanuaRy 3,  2013

Servant-Leader, Family-Lover, and True Gentle-Man

In May, the Trust received a $60,000 grant 
from the Lyndhurst Foundation to conduct 
a two-year Climate Change Vulnerability 
Assessment on the lands in the Gorge. Over 
the past few decades, we have seen variations 
in our climate which have led to variations in 
the Trust’s forests. We, at the Trust, want to 
determine where these variations have led 
to weaknesses in the health of our forests. 
We will then use this knowledge to make 
informed stewardship and land acquistion 
decisions moving forward. 

Our Stewardship Intern, Dave 
Jacobs, will be taking on this 
project as his capstone project 
for his Master’s Program in 
Conservation Biology through 
Green Mountain College in 
Vermont. His aim in this project 
will be to map the ecological 
systems, i.e. land cover patterns, 
in the Gorge and compare the 
current data with legacy data 
available from NatureServe and 
USGS. 

In comparing how land cover 
has changed, Dave will be 
able to pinpoint areas of 
concern in the Gorge. Dave’s 
research will ultimately help 
the Trust develop a land 
management plan that will 
address our current weak 
spots in the Gorge and be 
proactive about future land 
purchases that may be key 
in protecting our forests as a 
whole.

Beating Climate Change to the Punch in the Gorge



6   Canyon Watcher      Fall 2014

the tennessee river Gorge trust has contracted with four local 
researchers to broaden our scientific knowledge of the Gorge 
and better inform our stewardship activities. 

Dave Jacobs, Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment 

originally from Vermont, Dave 
attended Johnson State College and 
received a Ba in outdoor education. 
Dave is currently working on his 
mS in Conservation Biology. Dave 
has performed trail mapping and 
planning for the University of maine 
and produced burn unit maps for 
acadia National Park. in his spare 
time he enjoys riding mountain bikes, 
hiking, drinking strong coffee and 

futzing around the woodshop. above all else, Dave prefers 
taking in a good day outside!

Holland Youngman, 2-Year Cerulean Warbler Survey

Holland is a native of the South 
Carolina coast, and a graduate of 
Clemson University. She has enjoyed 
environmental conservation jobs in 
wyoming, mississippi and texas; and 
recently left her position with the SC 
Department of Natural resources in 
Charleston to move to Chattanooga. 
She is thrilled to be here, where 
she will pursue her masters of 
environmental Science degree 

at UtC while working with the trust conducting Cerulean 
warbler research.  

John Diener, Long-term Migratory Bird Monitoring

John grew up in rainbow City, 
alabama and was introduced to the 
outdoors by his father, uncles, brother 
and childhood friends. He graduated 
from auburn University with a degree 
in wildlife Science in 2002. John has 
been working as a seasonal avian 
biologist for the last 10 years. 

Lizzie Goodrick, Long-term Migratory Bird Monitoring

lizzie was born in Kansas, where 
she got an early start outside after 
graduating from high school a year 
early to thru-hike the appalachian 
trail in 1999. She started her avian 
field career as a volunteer on 
several projects, including one in 
Florida looking for the ivory-billed 
woodpecker where she met John 7 
years ago. 

Since then, John and lizzie have had 
the opportunity to work on some amazing projects together 
across the US and the world, including Hawaii, alaska, australia, 
russia, and now the tennessee river Gorge! in their travels they 
have worked for many different agencies including the wildlife 
Conservation Society, the Nature Conservancy, Biodiversity 
research institute, the US Fish and wildlife Service, and several 
universities. they have recently made Chattanooga their home 
base and will be running the banding station for the trust. 

MEET OUR NEW RESEaRCHERS

To mail or not to mail? To save money and strengthen the Trust’s efforts as a leader in the environmental community, 
we will be reducing the number of newsletter editions that we mail each year. We will rely more heavily on electronic 
communications through e-mail and social media. However, if you prefer to receive updates via mail rather than e-mail, 
please fill out and send this form to our office at 1214 Dartmouth Street, Chattanooga, TN  37405. You can also e-mail 
sarahq@trgt.org and type “Please send my updates to my mailbox” in the subject line. 

Name

mailiNG aDDReSS

CiTY     STaTe ziP

PHONe     e-mail

If you are not yet on our e-mail list, 
but would like to receive our digital 
communications, register at www.trgt.org. 
Enter your e-mail address in the green box 
that reads “Sign up for our Newsletter.” 



DoNor Name 

aDDreSS 

City                                                  State       ZiP

PHoNe

  Sign up for our eNewsletter. 

e-mail 

Please indicate your membership level: 

  $10,000    $100
  $5,000   $50
  $1,000   other _______
  $500

 

Please make your check payable to:  

tennessee river Gorge trust
1214 Dartmouth Street
Chattanooga, tN  37405

Or you may pay by credit card: 

  Visa               masterCard      
  Discover        american express

CarDHolDer’S Name

CarD NUmBer

exPiratioN Date

Thank you for helping to preserve the Gorge … forever.

All gifts to the Tennessee River Gorge Trust are fully tax-deductible. The Trust does not share information with any other entities.   

Revenues & Expenditures for the calendar years ending December 31, 2013 and 2012

Revenue 2013 2012
Gains on investments $489,635 $297,675
Contributions 226,953 201,837
rent and royalties 127,326 100,196
Special events 79,249 112,580
in-kind and other 73,365 — 0

Total revenue $996,528 $712,288

expendiTuRes 2013 2012
land preservation* $500,491 $ 109,563
land stewardship 249,455 211,188 
outreach and education 94,132 102,043 
administrative 67,896 85,247 
Fundraising 8,254 24,321

Total expenditures $920,228 $532,362

Summary Combined Balance Sheet as of December 31, 2013 and 2012

AsseTs 2013 2012
Cash and investments $ 3,369,684 $ 3,190,145
receivables 50,194 15,667 
Property and equipment 7,989,801 8,339,017 

Total assets $ 11,409,679 $11,544,829

LiAbiLiTies & Fund bALAnCe 2013 2012
liabilities $ 72,383 $ 283,833
Fund balance 11,337,296  11,260,996 

Total liabilities & fund balance $11,409,679 $11,544,829

*$333,900 of our land preservation expenditures are due to the donation of 55 acres of land on Stringer’s Ridge to the 
       City of Chattanooga. The Trust will continue to hold a conservation easement on this property. 

Audited Financial Statements, prepared by Johnson, Murphy, & Wright, P.C., are available at www.trgt.org or at the TRGT office by request. 
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Thanks to YOU 
for supporting 

the preservation 
of the Gorge!



not JuST 
another 
Gorgeous 
evening 
on June 5th, the tennessee river Gorge trust held our annual fundraiser at 
the tennessee riverPlace, an incredible event venue located at the entrance 
of the Gorge, across from williams island. this year, the trust’s event 
focused on the art of the tennessee river Gorge, a shift in focus inspired 
by an e. o. wilson quote that rick often paraphrases to say, “we’re all 
conservationists at heart, whether you want to protect Nature for its art or 
for its science.” 

in order to draw attendees’ attention to the beautiful scenery 
around them (and the conservation efforts it took to preserve 
such beautiful scenery), outreach and Development Director 
Sarah Quattrochi collaborated with local arts school Townsend 
Atelier to organize plein air artists to paint the Gorge over the 
course of the evening. the paintings were then silently auctioned 
off at the end of the night. 

We’re grateful to the generous artists who donated their time 
and talents in support of the Trust: elizabeth Allen, durinda Cheek, 
Ann Currey, Caleb Goggans, Courtenay James, Joe Mullican,  
dave salerno, June Teuscher, stan Townsend, and Grant Wood.

“we’ve taken the best features of a successful annual event and focused on what 
we want our guests to take away from the evening, which is to experience the 
beauty of the Gorge, to understand the significance and necessity of protecting 
it, and to enjoy the great community of people who are making this work 
happen each and every day,” says Quattrochi. 

For those of you who came out for “Not JUSt another Gorgeous 
evening,” you’ll know the stormy weather didn’t dampen the 
energy of the night. lee towery’s unbelievable food along with 
the swinging music of the 9th Street Stompers kept everyone in 
good spirits. 

the evening ended with a gorgeous double rainbow, showing us 
that Nature is worth preserving, rain or shine. 
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G O L D  PA R T N E R S

S I LV E R  PA RT N E R S

BRONZE  PARTNERS

Gorge partner

Chattanooga                               Bottling Co.

Media sponsors 

Special thanks to: 

art Warehouse          Carter Distributing

LivingoodPhotography.com             Townsend  atelier

Buzzi Unicem USA

Colonial PiPeline
C o m p a n y

The Donina Group 
anD The reynolDs & park 

WealTh ManaGeMenT Group

CITIZENS STATE BANK

Thanks to Our 2014 Gorge Partners
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tennessee river GorGe trust, inc.
1214 Dartmouth Street

Chattanooga, TN 37405

423.266.0314
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This is worth saving!   Protected lands of the Tennessee River Gorge Trust
CONSeRvATiON eASeMeNT:  legal agreement between 
land owner and the Trust, restricting future activities to 
protect conservation values

Fee SiMPle:  Full, unconditional ownership, with right 
to use, sell during owner’s lifetime, then pass on to heirs

leASe:  contract to convey real estate, equipment or 
facilities for a spec ified term and specified rent

MeMORANdUM OF UNdeRSTANdiNG:  agreement to 
cooperate toward certain goals, less binding than more 
formal agreements
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